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she, bows, yieldingto thy request, 
THE 'and when the virgin reserve of 
HEIRESS OF DEVON. Elfrida candid!y allows her to 
. | speak, she will declare her acq@ie- 
(CONTINUED-) | scence to our wishes. 
[uy return is indeed unexpec- | Ethelwald would have uttered 





ted, said he, but more welcome (if { the ebullitions of his soul, but all 
possible) for being so. Ethelwald | was rha psody and inconsistence ;. 
looked at him with a wishfulea- |) he attempted to bend his knee to 
gerness—the Earl interpreted it. |] the ground, but was prevented ; 
Far be from mae, he cried, to sully || they conducted him to their 
the native garbof sincerity which || daughter ; she met him witha 
has ever marked my duys, disa- |} beautiful disorder ; she was desir- 
vowing the pleasure I received || edto welcome him; her tongue 
from the prospect of thy alliance, || faltered, but her dark blue eyes 
which thy neble birth, and esti- |} were eloquent. Her father wit- 
mation with thy sovereign render || nessed her confusion and wished 
desirable evento our ancient house, || to terminate the period of sus- 
‘But mark me, Baron, when Isay |} pense. Though the commence- 
these advantages fade into insig- |} ment of our acquaintance has been 
nificance before me, if not suppor- || short, said he to the Baron, yet 
ted hy virtue; assured of thine |j our friendship appears strong as if 
from the acclamations of the exal- || the growth of years ; but sympa- 
ted, and the less elamorous voice |] thy is the cement of souls ; fama 
ofthe retired, Isanction thy hopes. || united mine to your’s long since. 
Lady Devon entered at this in- || The blushes of Elfrida confess the 
stant ; tears sparkled in hereyes, j| dear secrets of hersoul. Iam an 
and extending her white hands, |) encmy to the frigi¢ness of puncti- 
my heart, noble Ethelwald, said }} lio; exch moment of the swift 
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period of existence should I think 
be usefully employed and innocent- 
ly enjoyed. Receive then, youth, 
my daughter ; secure of thy hon- 
our, the last braneh ef the house 
of Devon is intrusted to thy care, 
sweet wii! be the shade thou shall 
afford to guard it froin each blight 
nor will the parent stream itself 
lack nourishment from the—he 
stopped, atear trickled down his 
reverend cheek. Lady Devon sob- 
bed1—Oh, Ethelwald, my newly 
adopted son, said she, with uplift- 
ed hands, if thou ever cease to 


cherish my darling 


g, expect to for- 


feit the smiles of heaven. 


He withdrew his enfolding 
arms from Elfrida and bent his 
to the ground, the fire of his soul 
darting from his eyes—yes, lady, 
said he, may I forfeit the smiles of 
heaven, and the héur in 
which Ethelwald ceases to regard 
Elfrida, as 
ereation be his 
tials were soon solemnized with 


that splendour befitting their rank. 


mMm2y 


the first object in the 


Tac’ 
ia$ + 


The nup- 


he peasantry, whom the Earl 
considered as one great family, 
were made to rejoice on the occa- 
siun, and infant lips were taught 
to hail that hour with blessings 
in which Ethelwald and Elfrida 
They soon 


united their fates. 
repaired to the Baron's castle ; it 
had long been forsaken by him, 
he now beheld it with an awful 
transport ; he led with an enthu- 











silastic glow its blooming mistress 
round the spacious appartments 
once inhabited by manya noble 
dame, their hovering spirits he 
imagined nigh, and called for the 
sanction of their blessings. The 
nobles thronged round to pay their 
trbute of respect ; the vassals ex- 
erted their artless skill in rural 
sports ; and many young and gal. 
lant knight displayed his skill in 
tournaments to gain a smile from 
the fair bride. 


Intoxicated with the comple- 
tion of felicity, Ethelwald forgot 
the danger of exposing Elfrida to 
view ; he recollected it not till 
too late ; then assuaged his alarms 
by the hope the king would no 
more make envqiries concerning 
her. But an alarming thought 
suggested, is not quickly dispelled, 
the joys of Ethelwald now di- 
rainishedb efore his apprehensions, 
he fully proved that the heart, con- 
scious of an error, taints the liveli- 
est scenes; nay, every blessing 
is oppressive if convinced of not 
deserving its posession; vainly 
would natare court him to be 
blest whose soul knew the polu- 
tion of vice. A charge of the sad- 
dest kind now stole upon the bri- 
dal pleasures Elfrida. Her noble 
father, on his return to his ancient 
seat, was seized with a malignant 
disorder, whichlady Devoncaught 
by her attendanceon him. They 
wished to avoid disturbing the 
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happiness of their ehildsen ; they 
delayed sending, till her presence 
would have been unavailing ; 
they commiteed their parting ben- 
ediction for her in a trusty domes- 
tic ; they scrvived each other but 
a short time, and expired with 
no other sorrow on their souls 
than that proceeding fromg not be- } 
holding her. 


oe 


Blameless throughout life, re- 
trospection with them was atten- 
ded with hope and serenity ; they 
had cherished religion and benev- 
olence, and they found them sup- 
ports when this world was fading 
away. The thoughtless they had 
reclaimed by example, and the 
precepts of tender wisdom ; often 
had they replenistied the pilgrim’s 
scrip, and cheered the penurous 
eottage of the peasant. Altered 
were the shades of Devon, its hos- 
pitable gates were closed, nor did 
the casements admit the cheering 
rays of the yun; no ‘onger the 3 
gay shepherd reve'led in its mead | 
nor echo return the blythsome 
notes of jov. Many yearsafter the 
name of Orden, Earl of Devon, or 
his noble dame, could not be men- 
tioned without the tribute of tears. | 
Elfrida’s anguish surpassed de- 
scription. E:he!wald strove not 
to controul its tumults; the voice 
of nature he knew must first be 
heard ; he consigned her to the 
melioration of time, her good 
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tense and religion. When her 


mind began to regain some degree 
of its wonted calmness, she wept 
upon the Baron’s breast—now, 
spouse of my affections, she ex- 
claimed, thou art the only gnar- 
dian left Elfrida. And by that 
sacred title, he replied, by every 
endearing tie may 1 watch over 
the most precious gift of Heaven. 
Time now rolled on and found 
Ethelwald still fascinated to the 
confines of the castle ; he forgot 
what the departed Karl had said 
of his being now in the zenith of 
his youth and its accutive powers 
when those laurels are to be ac- 
quired whose bright foiliage shall 
shade the ebbing period of mortals 
existence. Laid in the inglorious 
lap of indolence, its ewervation 
imperceptibly stole upon him; 


' toe, or rather the idolatry of pas- 


sion, took wholly possess ‘on of his 
mind, and made him (orzetiut of 
the duties ium. 
Even love itself was hurt by such 


inenmbent on 


a conduct. Elfrida, whose soul 
breathing the genuine emanations 
of vivacity, requ.red scenes fit to 
feed its fires; a wearisome Jass}- 
tude she now began to feel at the 
uniformity of all around ;_per- 
putually accustomed to the sight 
of Ethelwald, her eyes lost the 
delight of novelty, nor did her 
breast beat tumultuous responses 
to his voice. She began to think 
of other pleasures, she knew not 
how to obtain them, and sighed 


for the wanting them. 











- Ris 


SRR Tee eS + 


i eh 


160 





THE WEEKLY VISITOR. 








The king at first was surprised 
at the seclusion of his faveurite— 
he felt hurt—he enquired, and 
heard too much. Inthe first par- 
oxisms of rage and disappeint- 
ment, he vowed by the spirit of 
offended loyalty to punish the per- 
fidy of Ethelwald. Even in his 
eooler moments, he was still de- 
termined. After some littie de- 
liberation he dispatched a courier 
to inform the Baren he proposed 
taking the amusement of ‘hn 
ehace inthe ferest of Harwood, 


end would passa few deys at bis 


castle. 
"Twas now the storm burst 
tremendous on his head ; he shud- 


dered, he experienced the dire hor- 
rors of an illicit plot ; ; he beheld 
the galph of destruction yawning 
before him, and saw no retreat. 
de fled to the apartment ef the 
Baroness—he caught her to kis 
bosom—he even wept over her— 
hesaw the prospect of losing her, 
She was amazed at his emotions, 
and eagerly enquired the cause, 
Ina distracted and inconsistent 
maoner he informed her te all. 
He fell at her feet—her robe was 
enfolded in his trembling arms— 
his cheeks were dyed in paleness, 
he besought her to forgive the 


impetuosity of that love which 


tempted him to tarnish the lustre 
of his honour. 
luved, the hand of violenc 
claimed, may wrest shale Sens me, 


My wife, my be- 


e, heex- 











pe i ae 


Oh, do thou I conjure thee by all 
our hopes of happiness, endeavour 
to lessen thy attractions. Alas! 
I have still no hopes. My Elfrida 
must be éver too exquisitely love- 
ly, When recovered from her 
first astonishment, she quickly 


: comprehended his meaning ; she 


desired him to fear nothing from 
her want of prudence ; then ex- 
pressing a wish to be alone, he re- 


tired, 


Etfrida continued a considerable 
time in profound meditation ; 
then suddenly starting frem the 
seat, “Bertha,” cried she, to her 
most favoured attendant, are you 
not alittle surprised at what we 
have just now heard. The Bar 
on has played us rather false; 
yes caid she, traversing with has- 
ty steps her chamber, then step- 
ping before a mirror, “a diadem 
would not have been unbecoming 
this brow, nor would this hand 
looked very ill in wielding 2 scep- 
tre.” 


“Yes, madam, I really think 
the Baron has played a truant 
game. Oh, surely queen would 
have bece much better than a 

simple Baroness ; besides I should 
ite been your majesty’s maid of 
honour, the Lady Bertha, and my 
two little brothers pages—Queen 
Elfrida, a most beautiful title, we 
shoald have had our envoys, our 
plenipotentiaries, our state days,, 
while all the people would be 
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shouting, long live the glorious 


Queen Fifrida. 


mh 
Au 


Baroness flung herself ina 
musing posture on a sofa—her 
‘maind never before was under the 
inflaence of such agitations— 
brought up in the immediate pre- 
sence of her parents, her vanity 
had hitherto been controled, but 
now all passions particularily 
ascribe! to her sex were roused 
even at the dangerous period, 
when lassitude had weakened the 
stronger faculties, and the first 
ardour of love was deadened by 
the continual presence of Ethel- 
wald. She was informed she 
might have been united to a sov- 
ereign, brave, generous, beautiful, 


with him have shared the glory 


ofconquest, the homage of nations, 
and the admiration of mankind. 
House of Devon, she exc!aimed, 
how little ert thou indebted to 
Ethelwald— but for him thou 
mizht have been eicvated to re- 
gal power, perhapSimmortal fame, 
but his shackels have bound my 
hands, and the daughter of Ordan 
shall support them with calm- 
ness ; yet never shall her high- 
born soul assist his mean design-; 
she will at least exculpate herself. 
Edgar panted for revenge, bat 
dissimulation was now necessary 
for the blackness of hls intentions. 
He met the 
ing aspect, 


3aron with a smil- 
ehid him with gentle- 
ness for his long seclusion from 
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the court, but vowed fer the fu- 
ture to break in upon his domes- 


tie system of tranquillity. 


Tre faint heart of Ethelwald 
was cheered ty his reeepticn, but 
it agaiu smote its tenement when 
leading to the ‘Baroness‘s 2 
ment. ‘To sequester ker he knew 


sau 


would have been impossible 


; 
even a pretext of illness “must 
have excited suspicion. The fol- 
ding doors were flung open by 
two fair boys. Elfrida rested on 
a sofa, the youngest of her atten- 
dants ranged around ; but what 


horror blasted the eyes of Ethel- 


wald on beholding her surpassing 
loveliness. Her habit conveyed 
an idea of splendour without hea- 
viness ; a robe of pale blue care- 
lessly spotted with silver fell far 
beneath her feet ; the deliéacy 
of her waist was displayed by a 
cepfining girdle of pearls: her 
bosom polished and white beyond 
compare, was faintly shaded by 
the decorating lace ; her shining 
tresses unbound to shew the lux- 
urance of their growth, had now 
no other covering than a light 
veil, which falling back in seem- 
ingly artless folds, discovered a 
face, the model of human beauty. 
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po. ames 


Prudent m¢n should lock up 
their motives, giving only their 
intimates a key, 
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For the Veek’y Visiter. 


s 
HAT biography isa very en- 
tertoining species of coinposition, 


Is a rerourk which has been made 


by a thousand wise mea before my 
time, and is too cvident to be 
qvestioned oy any cone bat a 
Frexch dancing-master, who pla- 
Ces sugrcnse felicity in the mo- 


thei f ibe f 


4 > eet | 


low, Jotn Boll, 


t, or by a good-fel- 
who delights in 
nothing oul a beel-steck, and a 
pot of pocter 


Lhese introductory observations 
I intend as pre imenary toa few 
facts, in the life of Jacobus Dozel- 
barrack, an exceilent old Neder- 
jander, and a conspicuously wor- 
thy inhabitant of our lovely island. 
Ah! when | retrospect those days, 
when the sceptre of this delecta- 
1 


ble region was swayed by the 


sons of St. Nicholss, wien the 


governors were wise, valiant, 


magnanimous, and happy, as ap. 


pears by theicsomniferous habits ; 


when the pesple were all healthy 
and rotund, unlike your present 


diminutive race, worn to the | 


bones with care, pe 
consternation; by inietivable 
= sahpe severe maititerv ce 

1D: lor ricnes, Seve §¢ Wibiii APY Sefe 
vice, aad oppression, by unright. 
eous government ; and who are, 


moreover, taken down in the flesh 


by an iwiemperate exertion of the 


gisible faculties, to which they 
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force themselves, to drive away 
sorrow, by foot-quivering, head. 
whacking, cock-fighting, bottle. 


‘ SWoyging propensities, anda va- 
riety of others, not less queer, un- 


comfortable, and unwholesome— 
when I retrospect that fairy age, 
my spirit sinks within me. Then 
Coenties-slip stood where it is at 
present—a creek ran up Broad. 
street—the houses were bui!t of 
sinall brick, imported from Hol- 


. laud, and presented the gavel end 


to the street, crawned witha 


' weathe -cock—then the bearte- 


ns fair clad their gentle persons 
ii Linsey-weolsey, and the persons 
of their family in cloth of their 
own spinning ; knit thoir own 
stockings in still meditation— 
made with their own hands, s!ap- 
Jacks, butter, cheese, oley-coeks 
and sausages; and with their 
own hands scoured the fleors, pails, 
and piggins, to an ivory white. 
ness ; brightened their temkettles 
into mirrors, their shovels and 
tongs into sun-shine, and the faces 
of their knockers into radiant and 
significant expression. When the 
labours of the dey were ended, 
arraying themselves in clean gar- 
ments, would they promenade, in 
company with their honest and 
robust gallants, npon the fort, now 
contemplating the village of Com- 
munapaw, the moon, and stars-- 
then asking questions about Hel- 
land, which their unenlightened 
were unable to am 


ComMPandnions 
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swer ; 
trees, 


now sporting among the 
or tripping over the green, 
with innocent gaiety, and grace- 
ful agility, and now presenting to 
their Leaux sprigs of myrtle, mint, 
or ¢weet-briar, of a wild and trans- 
porting fragrance : then retursing 
home, would they retire to their 
and be enfolded in the 


before one 


chambers, 

arms Of serene repose, 

of our modern ladies displays her 

gaudy ie at the assembly- 
Ah of 


room. delig cht ! 
st thou aga in revisit 


wera 
this 


hapless island, and its, apostatized 


would 


race—apostates from thy noble 
honesty of stomach, thy calm and 
invincible industry and perseve- 
rance, thy corporal haleness and 
rotundity, thy magnanimous de- |) 
testation of artifice, fraud, dissim- 
ulation, tyrranny, monarehy, des- 
potism, bloodshed, and murder— 
from thy cool and dispassionate 
temperament, which deliberated 
with equanimity upon every ques- 


tion in politics, divinity, war, | 


merchandize, architecture, and 
aerriculture. Alas! alas! the 
golden period has fled, fearfully |; 
apprehensive am I, has everlast- 
inzly fled, and Iam left to the 
barren consolation of moaning to 
the shores of Jersey, and the adja- 
cent islands, which whil’ome re. 
bounded with notes of holy joy 
sent by my simple, dignified, and 
virtuous ancestors from the church 
of St. Nicholas, which once adorn- 
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battery. Here they praised their 
indulgent maker for their spiritual 
privileges, and abundance of ter- 
prosperity. The streets 
and lanes of this great city, once 
trod by the solid amd impressive 
step of the orderly buryher, are 
now fluted through by the frothy 


restrial 


spark, the contemptible coxcomb, 
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' crew ! 


| clamatioas ofr 


the uuprincipled note-shaver, the 


| deceitful lawyer, the death-giving 


quack-doctor—a vile, innun erable 
The serenity of neigh- 
bourhoods is now molested by exe 


rage, issuing 


Ing from 


| some porter-house or tavern ; the 


peace of the city is disturbed by 
ho is daily seen 


the pugilist, w 


1 going through his pugnacular evo- 


lutions, to the disadvantage and 
affliction of his fellow-citizen ; 


i; the senseless mob gather to the 


{} 


i 
d 
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‘d and sanctified the enchanting 


! 


field of indignation, and are ra- 


4; vished at the sight of calamities ; 


of noses bleeding, hair unqueued, 
jackets torn off, and breeches re- 
lieved of half their buttons. Now 

daes the drunkard stagger through 
the street, disgracing with the 
tottering steps of intox'cation the 
‘hallowed ground ; a vice now too 
leniently excused, especially among 
gentleman after dining cut. Theex- 
ecratious of the profane, the ri- 
baldry of the profligate, and the 
obscenity of the licentious now 
bellow forth their reitterated in- 
sults to piety, decorum, and deli. 
eacy, in this oufortunate and de- 


graded metropolis, which in times 
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irrecallably vanished, was 


the i the field partook of the bliss—the 


seat of blushing modesty, chaste, 1 stately horse, as if conscious of the 


instructive, and pleasing conversa- 
tion, laudable gravity, and strict | 
gOS d St. Ni- 


honor. um and 


cholas ! my heart is salaal when 
1 refiect on thy departed glories. 
Once didst thou guide ov 


count 


r fallen 
ry—inspiring the corpora. j 
tion with wisdora of policy, the 
militia with invincibility of cou- 
race, every good wife with fideli- 
ty and fruitfulness, every fair dam- 
sel with tenderness and constancy, 
every Nederlander in general with 
lustiness, hardihood, and patriot- 
ism. Then every good mother 
taught her daughter to spin, knit, 
respect thealderman, goto church, 
read the family bible, which was 
locked up with several large brass 
clasps, keep at home, be reserved, 
and clothe her delicate members, 
bosom, and arms, with garments 
impenetrable to the eye, or wea- 
ther. 
would’ teach his son lessons of eco- 


Every creditabie father 


nomy, pradence, and philanthro- 
py ; tosave his earnings ina tight 
box, having only an aperture to 
receive his treasure, to speak words 
true and pithy, and if his neigh- 


bour, in the course of events, 
sould fall on his back, forbeacing 
laughter, to set him on his fect 
again, and go straight forwards. 
He taught him how to sow, plant, 
und shave himself—how to get 
married, and also an example how 


to geta family, The animals of 


} 


| 
: 


—— 
—- 


eeeremerees 
— : 











benignity of his creator, the friend- 
ship of ran, and the dignity of 
independence, bounded o’er the 
plains with playful rapidity, the 
cow reclined in the shade, chew- 
ing her cud, and thinking of no- 
| thing, 
in her luxurious bed of mire, ha- 
ving devoured 


the sow wallowed at 


swillto the mea- 
sure of her desire; the lambs 
blested with voices betokening 
centent, the birds skipped among 
the branches, while the beasts of 
the field seemed listening with 
attention to their notes of melody 
—all nature exulted. The hus- 
bandman could not but occasion- 
aily suspend the hand of labour : 
a secret gladness, without a name, 
stole through his heart ; he stood 
silently encharmed at the scene of 
rapture, till the declining cun, re- 
minding him of his unfinished 
task, he reluctantly resumed his 
hardy toil. 

And now, reader, thou wilt 
wonder, or if thou dost not won- 
der, I wonder teat thou dost not 
wonder that I have so utterly de. 
viated from the subject which I 
announced to thee as the subject 
of this 


disserration, If thou 


hast been pleased and enlighten- 
ed, Tam satisfied, and thou art sa- 
tisfied, for pleasure and instruction 
are always acceptable te the dis- 
ereet and sagacious; but if thoy 
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hast not been instructed nor. -en- 
lightened, I promounce thee to 
possess a sour, morose constitu- 
tion, and alsoa dull, unteachable 
capacity. Peradventure, never- 
theless. [ may yet gratify thy 
itch, curiosity, and stubborn in- 
clination, with that which I pro- 
mised thee atthe beginaming of 
this production, which if written 
with facility, elegance, and phi- 
losophical aeutemess, will enter- 
tain, sapify, and console thee, ex- 
cept thou art self-willed, perverse, 
And thou, era- 
dite critic, profound caustic, and 
magisterial, spare thy severe stric- 
tures on this performanoe, wrought 


and implacable. 


out with much perplexity and 
study, after painful research into 
obsolete history, and expiring tra- 
dition. Hast thou not known, 
read ef, or heard, at least, of au- 
thors, who have commenced their 
works, with full intention of wri- 





ting excellent volumes on certain | 
subjects, but who, when an idea 
oceurred, which fascinated them | 
with reeollections, 
have “prodaced performances as 
wide from their first purpose, as 
is the east from the west, the | 
north from the south, or Butter- 
milk-channel from Dunderbarrack. 
Seize not then thy goose quill, or 
pidgeon’s feather—or seize it’ not 
to sieze ine with dismay, and de- 
prive me of that approbation and 
praise I shall otherwise receive 


pleasurable 


from this, sometimes, well-mean- 
ing and candid republic. 
Goprrepivs GorrscHigvs. - 
New-York, Decs 19, 1810. 


xq 7 
BIOGRAPHY. 


JOHN OVERS. 


Berors there was any bridge 
built over the Thames, the con- 
veyance was by a ferry, which 
used to carry passengers, &c. from 
Seuthwark to the city, by boats ; 
which ferry was rented of the ci- 
ty by John Overs, who enjoyed 
it for many years. This man, 
though he kept many servants, 
was of socovetous a mind, that 
he would not, even in hisold age, 
spare his own weak body, nor 
abate any thing of his unnecessa-~ 
ry labour, only to save expenses. 
From his first increase of wealth, 
he always put his money out to 
use, which in time grew to such 
a mighty increase, that 1 was al- 
most equal to the first nobleman’s 
in the land ; notwithstanding, in 
his habit, housekeeping, and ex- 
penses, he expressed nothing so 
much as miserable poverty, 


This Charon had one daughter, 
both pious and beautiful ; and he 
took care enough to see her liber- 
ally educated ; but when she 








grew up, he would suffer no man 
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(Sy his good-will) to have any ac- 
cess to her. However, a young 
gentleman took the opportunity, 
while he was pickive up his pen- 
ny fares,so get adiniticd to her 
company. ‘Lhe first interview 
pleased well, the second better, 
and the third concluded thematch., 
Jn all this interim, the silly, rich 
ferryman, not dreaming but things 
were as safe by land as they 
were by water, continued in his 
fornyer course, which wasas fol- 


lows : 


Iie was ofso poor and wretched 
@ disposition, that, when he would 
not be at the charge of a fire, he 
has roasted, or at least heated, a 
black pudding in his bosom, and 
eat it,and has given his servants 
a part of the pudding, which has 

sen Reated by his rewing over 
the water. Puddings were then 
a yard fora penny; and when- 
everhe gave them their allow- 
ance, he used to say, ‘“ There, 
you hungry dogs, you will undo 
me with eating.” He would 
scarce afford a poor neighbour the 
lighting of a candle, lest they 
should in some part impoverish 
him, by taking some of the light. 
He has also in the night gone to 
scrape upon the danghill, and if 
he could find any bones, he would 
bring them home in his cap, and 
Fave them stewed for pottage ; 
and instead of oatmeal, he would 
buy the siftings of coarse meal, 


to be eaten. 
buy unless it was tainted, and 
therefcre would 


' fus ed it, said he wa 








and with this make the poor ser. 
vants their broth, 
bread at the market, not caring 
how mouldy or stale it was ; and 
when he brought it home, he cut 


He bought his 


eid 


it into slices, and laid it in the 
sun, that it might be the harder 


Meat he would not 


Bens er in the 
family; and w he: en his dow hag re- 
sa dainty cur, 
and better fed than taught, and 
then eat it himself. He needed 
no cats, for all the rats and mice 
voluntarily left his house, as there 
were no crumbs left by his ser- 
vants to feed them. It is further 
reported of him, that, to save one 
one day’s expenses, he first coun- 
terfeited himself sick, and the next 
day to die, and his body to be laid 
out, for no other purpose, than to 
save one day’s provisions ; appre- 
hending that, whilst his body 

above ground, his servants would 
not beso unnatural as to take any 
manner of food till they had seen 
him in the earth, purposing to re- 
cover the next morning, after the 
charge was saved ; and with this 
he acquainted his daughter, who, 


zgainst her own will, consented 
to satisfy his humour, He was 


then laid out for dead, and wrapt 
up ina sheet, (for he would not 
be at the expence of a coffin) he 
was laid out in his chamber, with 
one candle set burning at his head, 
and «nother at his feet, which 
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was the custym of the time. His 
apprentices hearing of the glad ti- 
and hoping to be rid of 
their penurious servitude, came 


dings, 
to see the joyfal spectacle, and 
supposing him really dead, began 
to dance and skip about the corpse. 
One run into the kitchen, and 
breaking open the cup-board, bro’t 
out the brown loaf; another fetch- 
ed out the cheese ; and a third 
drew a flaggon of beer, and began 
filling their empty bellies, (being 
ulmost starve:) and rejoicing 
among themselves, thinking they 
were in expectation of future help 


and comfort, and to be freed frou 


the hard usage they had endured. |’ 


The o!d man lay quaking ali this 
while, to see the waste, and think- 
ing he should be undone, he could 
endure it no longer, but stirring 
and struggling in his sheet, like 
a ghost, and taking a candle in 
each hand, was going to route 
them for their boldness, when one 
of them, thinking it was the de- 
vil, in his likeness, in amazement 
caught hold of the butt end of a 
broken oar, and at one blow struck 
out his brains. Thus he, who 
thought only to counterfeit death, 
occasioned his own death in ear- 
ness; andthe law acquitted the 
fellow of the act, as he was the 
prime oceasion of his own death. 
The daughter’s lover, hearing of 
her father’s death, made all pos- 
sible haste up to London, but 
alas! with more haste than good. 





— 





speed, for in riding fast, his horse 
uniertunately threw him, just at 
his entrance into London, and 
broke his neck. This, and her 
father’s death had such an effect 
on her spirits, as bereaved her of 
her senses. The father, who, for 
his usury, extortion, and the sor- 
didness of his life, had been ex- 
communicated, therefcre was not 
allowed christian burial ; but the 
daughter, for money, prevailed on 
‘the friars of Bermonsdey abbey, 
| in the absence of the abbot, to get 
| him buried ; when the abbot re- 
| turned, he enquired who had been 
| buried in the new made grave, 
and being answered truly, he cau_ 
ged the body to be taken up, and 
commanded it to be laid on his 
own ass’s back, (for it was the 
custom of the times for heads of 
religieus houses to ride upon asses) 
then making a short prayer, he 
turned the beast, with his burden, 
out at the abbey-gates, desiring of 
God thet he might carry him to 
some place where he best deserved 
to be buried. Theass went with 
a sglemn ‘pace, unguided by any, 
to the common execution place, 
and thea shook him off just under 
the gallows ; where a grave was 
instantly made, and, without any 
ceremony, he was tumbled in and 
covered with earth. -This was 
the remarkable end of his infa. 
mcus and abominable avarice, 





_——- 




















SAO Tat i eS ne 
png 





oe 


108 


ies ba. i ae 


THE WEEKLY VISITOR. 


pees " aml 





For the Weekly Visitor. 


RIDDLE. 


Bp 

A FRIEND and an enemy ; a 
acurse: a beauty 
It saves life, 


blessing and 
and a deformity. 
and takes it iwi : is smooth and 
uneven, straight and crooked, hard 
and soft, hot and cold : most want- 
ed where it is in greatest plenty, 
and when most as eful, is least re- 
garded, lates itselfto 
all tastes: is savoury and insipid, 
> sometiines adie 
hers, 


t accommo 


strong and weak 
to carry great burthens, at ot 
will not bear the weight ofa pin. 
It has the art to dissolve matrimo- 
ny : pleases and displeases, so that 
its presence and absence are equal- 
Cooks and house. 
it, husbands curse 

It causes 
sa bane and 


ly implored. 

wives admire 
it, merchants use 
famine an 
an antidote: men and beasts 


it. 
p! C enty, 1s 
! 
, fish, 


fowl, carth, air, and sea pie Beg | 


ence ifs influence ; it hat Kissed 
the fairest lady’s lips, 
dressing them, and is often the 
Azmi ornament cf their persons. 

fluid and a 
anc si avaliey. It has a numerous 
offspring, yet a great enemy to 
sovereign remedy 


The plague 


children, <A 
for despairing lovers. 


of philosophers, a theme for poets, 
an imporer of music; of great use 
in the art of fortification, and has 








e | 
assists in 


solid : a mountain | 








eccasioned some of the finest piece$ 
ofarchitecture in the world. 
L W 


vesence of Jiind. 


Das ance ( fp 


A Prusianclergyman, epphed 
to the late king of Prussia, for 
permission to preach in his chap- 
el,and to honour him with his 
presence. His majesty thought 
it rather presumptuous for a coun- 


try clergy manto ask such afavour, 
but nevertheless, granted his re- 
ihe 


= . 
enti t 
vit PyiTy mm 


and t would give 


quest, 
him a text to preach on, that he 
should preach the Seng follows 
ing, when he weuld be there to 
hear him. Theclergyman waited 
with great anxiety from day to 
day, as he wished to have it in 
time, that he might makea fine 
diseourse on it, but Sundey morn- 
ing came, and no text, 


Tie, however, went into the 
pulpit, with en intent to preach 
one of his old sermons, thinking 
the king had forgot to send him a 
text. His majesty came to the 
chappel soon after, and immediate- 
ly sent him a letter which he o- 
pened and read, the contents were, 
“The enclosed is your.text, you 
will preach immediately.” He 
opened the small piece of paper 
that was inclosed, when to his 
great astonishment, he found it 
was quite blank, he looked at the 
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other side of it—blank there too, |j ing, when [another loaf with » 
he held it out for the congregation || mug of water made my breakfast. 
to look at, and said, “ Here is no- || From this regimen 1 {eel no in- 
thing,” and then turning it, said || convenience whatever. Finding 
“ There is nothing, and of Nothing |} I can live in this manner, I have 
God created Heaven and Earth.” \\ formed a determination never to 
Then quoting a verse from the || prostitute my press to the purpose of 
first chapter of Genesis, he preach- |} corruption and abuse of this kind, for 
ed a sermonon it extempore. The |} the sake of gaining &® more com- 
king was so delighted at the great || fortable subsistence. 
presence of mind the clergynaan jj 
had shewn, that he made him his H 
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, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 
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= James Johnson, (a black) for 
1] the murder of Lewis Robinson (a 
Soon after the establishment of | black), and John Sinclair, (near 
his paper, (anno 1728) a person || seventy years of age) for the mur. 
brought him a piece which he re- || der of David Hill, were, on Thurs- 
quested him to publish in the |] day last, sentenced to be executed 
Pennsylvania Gazette, now the |! on thelast Friday in January next. 
oldest newspaper inthe United 
States. Franklin desired that the On the ith inst- Cornelius 
piece might be left for his consider. |} George, left his lodgings in Fast- 
ation until next day, when he || George-st. in a state of oni, ai 
would giveananswer. The per- ment, His body was found in the 
son returned at the time appoint- || ast river, on Tuesday last. 
ed, and received from Franklin On Wednesday last, Samael 
this communication :—“ I have j| M’Comb, 2 labourcr, died in the 
perused your piece, and find it to |} Sixth-Ward, in a state of intoxi- 
be scurrilous and defamatory. To tion ! “* My life forancther dram,” 
determine whether I should pub- {| it is said, werethe last words of 
lish it or not, Iwent home in the {| this miserable wreteh. 
evening, purchased a two penny 
loaf from the bakers, and with Philadelphia, Dee. 18. 
water from the pump made my | We are deeply concerned to 
supper; I then wrapped myself j/ state, that two |~ys (apprentices 
up in my great-coat and lay dewn || to Mr. Matthew Carey, of this 
upon the floor, and slept till morn- || city) were on Sunday last, drowa. 


necdote of Dr. Fraxbklin. 
Anecdote of Dr. Franki 
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ed in a brick-pond in the vicinity 
of the city.—The pond had been 
frozen over, and the unfortunate 
youths with their companions, 
adventuredon it. The yousgest 
fell through ; and his fellow ap- 
prentice, attempting relief, follow- 
ed him to a watery grave. We 
trust thismelancholy circumstance 
will operate as a cauti®s to youth 
in general. 

An officer of high rank at Mal- 
ta, is reported to have fallen in 
love with the eldest daughter of 
Lucien Bonaparte. 

=a 

An attempt has been made on 
the life of Gustavus Adolphus, 
the late king of Sweden, 


on am 





In Anderson county, Tennessee, 
there is a couple living, who have 
been man and wife seventy-seven 
years, the husband 107, and the 
wife 96 years old, both healthy, 
and likely to enjoy many years of 
felicity. 

ae — 
FOR SALE, 
OR EXCHANGED FOR A GIG, 
AN ELEGANT PIANO-FORTE 
In excellent order. 
Enquire at 102, or 116, Wm.-St. 
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MARRIED, 


On Saturday evening last, by the 
rev. Dr. Millar, Vir. George Bowen 


to Mrs. Harriet Blecdgood, both of 


this city. 


On Thursdey evening the V3th inst. 
by the rev. ir. Broadhecd, Mr. John 
Maurice, to fiiss Catharine Cole, 
daughter of the late Mr. Peter Cole, 
all of this city. 


On Saturday evening last, hy the 
rev. Mr. Moore, ifr. Henry A. Ten 
EBrceck, merchant, to Viiss Rhoda G. 


Brown, both of this city. 


On Saturday evening, the 15th inst. 
by the rev. Dr. Bowen, Mr. Lace 
Brown, to Aiiss Catherine Sargeant, 
daughter of Mr. James Sargeant, all 
of this city. 

On Monday evening last, by the 
rev. Nir. Broadhead, wr. John D. 
Keese, of the house of Lawrince and 
Meese, to Miss Harriet Mumjord, 
daughter of John P. Mumford. Esq. 


On Monday evening, at the seat of 
Mr. Samuel Burling, by the rev. Dr. 
Hams, Mr. David Higginbotham, of 
Milton, (Vir.) to Miss Mary £. 
Garriques, of Philadelphia. 


At Poughkeepsie, on Saturdey eve- 
ning, the 8th inst. by the rev. Mr. 
Reade, Mr. Elijah Secor, of the house 
of Secor Hathaway © Co. of New- 
York, to Miss Meria S. Heermance, 
niece of the Hon. Robert Williams, 


On Tuesday evening last, by the 
rev. John M‘Ntece, Mr. William 
Shields, to Mrs. Margaret M‘Creary, 
beth of this city. 
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PITY, 


Sweer the tear by Pity shed, 
Sweet the sympathetic sigh ; 
O'er afiliction’s troubled bed, 


Swect the soothisg accents die. 


Pity, bora to soothe mankind— 
Child of friendship, child of love ; 
Comfort of the tortur'd mind, 
‘To my breast aa inmate prove! 


Let me feel for other’s wees, 
Let me learn tolove my race ; 
In the heart where pity glows, 
Ev'ry vittue flads a place. 


for the Weekly Visitor. 
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TO MISS **#*#, 


ATE I beheld in op’ning bloom, 
Just springitg from rts native bed, 
A flow'ret, of such rich perfume, 
That every sense it captive led, 


This flow’r, in softest beauty drest, 
Resembled much the op’ning rose, 

With simplest nature ‘twas imprest, 
And did its sweetest charms disclose. 


Oft it was view'd by sprightly swain, 
Whe prais’d it for it vermeil hyes ; 
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And many a strove the flow'r to gain» 
That did so sweet a charm diffuse. 


I, too,in an unlucky hour, 
Too nigh approach'd its magie pale, 
Aud sigh’d to have this wond'rovs 
flow’r 
Transplanted to my native vale. 


I wish'd it, for its fragrant sweet, 
My besoin only, to adorn; 
But seon I found this flower, replete 
With such bright charm:, conceai’d 
a— Thorn. 
Portius. 


ee 


LINES, 
On gathering a full blown Rose, iu thé 
month of November, 


‘Tuxov lovely daughter ofthe spring, 

Who scent’st the air with eweet per- 
fume, 

Whom poets all delight to sing, 

While each laments thy early doom. 


What has prolong'd thy short career, 
What hend thy bud did gently twine, 
To sweeten thus the passing year, 
Anc grace so low a roof as mine? 


Or didst thou come, deat rose, to me, 
To warn meof my coming doom, 
That I, like thee,should bloom awhile, 
Then hasten to an early tomb? 


I take the lesson thou hast taught, 
My heart receives the precious prize, 
May I, like thee, bloom sweet and short, 
Then mount triumphant to the skies. 


Epitaph, on a man, remarkable for a 
large mouth, 


R EADER, step lightly o’er this sed, 
For if he gapes, your gone, by + ! 














se 
é 


—— 





— Wel elas no ns 


eS ee ee ee ee 


—s 


= 


<. . A 


| 
| 
| 
| 





lig 








THE WEEKLY VISITOR. 








THE QUESTION. 


eek the willow, ah, say, dost thou 
think, 
Harm the stream by 2 kiss, as it 
bends; 
Or that a zephyr saluting a pink," 
By its fondness annoys or offznds ? 


Tie poor pilgrim, 2s passing the rose, 
On his sta leans, the scent to regale, 


Ifa kiss should his gratitude close, 


Would a tint of its brightness grow | 


pale ? 


The bee from the bean-flower flies, 
And bears therich load to his cell, 
Wo eye can perceive the lost prize; 


* 


Tis impair’d notin beauty or smell. 


Then should Strephon e’er purloina 


kiss, 
Would it rob those dear lips of a 
charm? 


Or could Lucy repine at a bliss 
That can neither impoverish or 


harm? 
, cue 


SONG. 


SPRIG OF SHILLELAH. 
-— 
bu a comical fellow,I tell you no 
fib, 
I came from the bogs of Killala ; 
You may see I m the thing, by the cut 


of my jtb, 
And they christen’d me Thady O 
Reilly. 
I ax’d dad for a fortune, he answer’d 
me smart, 


He had none for himself,so with 
none could he part. 
Spoken—And I began the world with an 
Irish estate, that’s a good honest heart, 
my honey, 
And this neat little sprig of Shillelah. 











With dad’s blessing along with me, off 
then I goes, 
Farewell to the bogs of Killala, 
And Erin go Brah was the motto I- 
chose, 
Like a trae-hearted Thady O'Reilly. 
For if she didn’t flourish, what good 
could I do, > 
And still for her friends ’'ve a Keart 
firm. and true. 
Speken—And as to her foes, -I cou!dn’t 
do lessthan give them my hand; faith 
I gave them my fist, and along with it 
too, 


This tight little Sprig of Shillelah. 


| Tarriv‘din this town, where the world’s 


all alive, 
Success to the bogs of Killila ; 
And ‘soon learn’d how many beans 
wen to five, 
What a wonder/u!l Thady O'Reilly : 
My pockets were empty, my heart full 
of glee, 
And that was meat, drink, board, and 
Washing to me. 
Spoken—And then for the girls,.to be 
sure I didu‘t make plenty of conguests, 
I had iaureisin plenty; but the laurel 
that bangs all creation for me, 
Is a tight little Sprig of Shiliclah. 





ns > 
1 HE soldier, tir‘d of war's alarms 
For years, the clang of hostile arms, 
And scorns the spear and shield : 
But if the brazen trumpet seund 
He burns with ardor to be crown‘d, 
And dares again the field. 
ee ee 
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